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Today’s Future Sound Awarded California Arts Council “JUMP StArts” Grant 

State funds support arts education projects for youth involved in the juvenile justice 

system 
  

OAKLAND, CA – Today the California Arts Council announced a grant award of $31,128 Today’s Future 

Sound (TFS) as part of its JUMP StArts program. 

JUMP StArts supports high-quality arts education and artists-in-residence programs for youth engaged in 

the juvenile justice system. These may be students who have been arrested, are on probation, or are 

incarcerated at a juvenile justice facility. Projects must be designed and developed in partnership 

between an arts organization and a juvenile justice facility or social service organization. The program 

mobilizes partnerships between arts organizations and juvenile justice entities to create arts-learning 

opportunities that foster positive socio-emotional, behavioral, academic, and developmental outcomes 

for system-engaged youth. 

With CAC funding, TFS will deliver interdisciplinary, culturally-sustaining, and therapeutic arts education 

to system-engaged youth in Alameda County Juvenile Hall. One-on-one and in small groups, students 

work with music industry professionals to compose their own music, make beats using digital software, 

learn the fundamentals of audio engineering, and produce an original album. Anchored by art, students 

forge connections with mentors and peers and develop positive self images that onramp them into 

successful adulthood. This monumental support will enable TFS to exponentially increase the impact of 

its three-year partnership with Alameda County Juvenile Hall. 

“We are beyond thrilled at the investment CAC has made in the wellbeing of system-engaged Bay Area 

youth,” says TFS Executive Director Dr. Elliot Gann, “and welcome the chance to further expand 

trauma-informed arts interventions where it is needed most.” 

Today’s Future Sound is one of 51 grantees chosen for the JUMP StArts program. The award was 

featured as part of a larger announcement from the California Arts Council, with grant funds totaling a 
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projected $24,508,541 for 2018-19, the highest investment in statewide arts programming since the 

2000-01 fiscal year. 

“Arts and culture are inextricably linked to our humanity,” said Nashormeh Lindo, California Arts Council 

Chair. “They serve as a universal touchpoint for understanding and addressing our societal 

issues—dismantling inequity, healing trauma, reframing justice, inspiring truth and shaping futures. The 

Council is humbled to support the vital work of [Your organization name] and its passionate efforts to 

make a better California for us all.” 

To view a complete listing of all JUMP StArts grantees, visit 

http://arts.ca.gov/programs/program_files/1819/CurrentGrantees/FY18-19_Project_Descriptions_JUMP

.pdf. 

# # # 

  

Today’s Future Sound (TFS) believes in the power of music to transform people’s lives. Our beat making 

and music production program has educational, therapeutic, and social components that build 

confidence, inspire creativity, and help individuals create positive change. 

  

The mission of the California Arts Council, a state agency, is to advance California through the arts and 

creativity. The Council is committed to building public will and resources for the arts; fostering accessible 

arts initiatives that reflect contributions from all of California's diverse populations; serving as a thought 

leader and champion for the arts; and providing effective and relevant programs and services. 

Members of the California Arts Council include: Chair Nashormeh Lindo, Vice Chair Larry Baza, Juan 

Devis, Jodie Evans, Kathleen Gallegos, Jaime Galli, Donn K. Harris, and Louise McGuinness. Learn more at 

www.arts.ca.gov. 
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